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Home Winterization Tips 
 

Homeowners should think ahead about making seasonal updates to their homes, particularly 

winterization. Not only can these types of home improvements enhance comfort in colder months and 

possibly lower energy costs, they also might increase a property’s value.  

 

Homeowners should contact an appraiser on the front end of their winterization projects, as they can 

make recommendations about which updates will provide the most impact on resale value, as well as 

what is the norm for the local area.  

 

For an unbiased analysis of what their home would be worth both before and after an improvement 

project, a homeowner can work with a well credentialed real estate appraiser – such as a Designated 

Member of the Appraisal Institute – to conduct a feasibility study.  

 

What main updates should homeowners focus on for the winter?  

 

Furnace – A furnace doesn’t just provide heat and comfort during cold months, but proactively tuning 

or replacing a home’s furnace can alleviate issues when considering resale. According to Consumer 

Reports, the average lifespan of a furnace is 15 to 18 years. Homeowners should keep this timeframe 

in mind when debating servicing versus replacement.  

 

Deck – Protecting a deck from the elements can help homeowners avoid expensive repairs, and 

ensure that it’s ready to use come spring. 

 

Roof – Consumers should consider roof repairs as part of their winterization plan. For example, it’s a 

good ideas to fix loose shingle and cut back tree limbs. 

 

Landscaping – Getting a property’s landscaping ready for cold weather can help preserve a 

homeowner’s investment in their landscaping. Removing water from irrigation pipes and raking debris 

from lawns are steps to consider. 

 

What updates can homeowners make now to see an immediate saving in their energy bills?  

 

According to the U.S. Department of Energy, homeowners also can make updates now to see an 

immediate saving in their energy bills. 

 

 Get a programmable thermostat. Use smart and programmable thermostats, which can 

help lower energy bills by as much as 10 percent per year. 

 

 Replace the heating system. Replace the home’s heating system if it’s more than 15 years 

old.  

 

 Use heat pumps. Use heat pumps instead of electric furnaces or electric baseboard heaters 

to reduce electricity used for heating by up to 50 percent. 

 

http://www.hgtv.com/design/outdoor-design/outdoor-spaces/decks--porches-and-patios/how-to-winterize-your-deck
http://www.welterconstruction.com/winterizing-residential-roof-checklist/
https://www.landscapingnetwork.com/winter/
https://www.landscapingnetwork.com/winter/
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According to the Energy Saver Guide, produced by the DOE, weatherizing a home can save money 

and energy. For example, by sealing uncontrolled air leaks consumers can save 10-20 percent on 

heating and cooling bills which comprise approximately 35-40 percent of a property’s annual energy 

use. 

 

Where can homeowners find more information about winterization and other home 

improvements?  

 

For additional information on home improvements that can be made throughout the year, see the 

Appraisal Institute’s Home Improvement Tips fact sheet. 

 

In addition, the 2017 Cost vs. Value Report published by Hanley Wood and Remodeling magazine 

gives a general dollar estimate and the percentage of return a homeowner can expect to receive from 

an improvement project in a resale situation.  

 

How can a homeowner locate a professional appraiser in their area?  

 

Finding a professional appraiser is just a few clicks away. Simply go to 

www.appraisalinstitute.org/findappraiser, where consumers can search for appraisers in their area. 
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https://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2017/10/f37/Energy_Saver_Guide-2017-en.pdf
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org/assets/1/7/AI_home_improvement_tips_8_19_151.pdf
http://www.remodeling.hw.net/cost-vs-value/2017/
http://www.appraisalinstitute.org/findappraiser

